
 

 
 



 

 

Medicare Planning Checklist 

 
 

Choosing the right Medicare plan is a critical decision that requires meticulous research 
and thoughtful consideration.  

Don't underestimate the power of being well-informed; this isn't just about ticking off 
boxes and securing your future health and well-being.  

Start by evaluating your current healthcare needs—do you require frequent visits to 
specialists, or are prescription medications a significant part of your monthly expenses?  

Knowing your needs will help you filter through the alphabet soup of Medicare options 
like Parts A, B, C, and D.  

 

Also, consider any anticipated medical conditions that might arise in the future.  

A mistake many people make is choosing a plan based solely on today's needs, but 
healthcare is a long-term commitment, and your plan should be robust enough to 
accommodate any unexpected health issues down the line.  

Don't just skim over the details—read the fine print!  



 

 

Many people ignore the nitty-gritty and later find themselves trapped in a plan that 
doesn't cover what they assumed it would.  

Investigate the out-of-pocket maximums, coverage limitations, and any treatment 
prerequisites. 

If you travel frequently, ensure your plan provides adequate coverage outside your 
home state or country.  

The last thing you want is to be caught off-guard by exorbitant medical bills while 
vacationing in another state.  

Watch for special enrollment periods and be aware of deadlines; procrastinating could 
leave you with a less-than-ideal plan for a year.  

Make no mistake:  

Medicare is not a one-size-fits-all solution, and what worked for your neighbor or friend 
may not suit you.  

Therefore, you must do your homework diligently, possibly even consulting with a 
Medicare advisor, to make an informed choice that best suits your healthcare needs. 

 

Choosing the Right Medicare Plan: Your Ultimate 
Checklist 

Before You Begin 

1. Understand Medicare Basics 

    Learn the differences between Medicare Parts A, B, C, and D. 

2. List Your Healthcare Needs 

     List your current healthcare providers, medications, and treatments. 

3. Research & Evaluation: 

      Understanding Plans 

4. Medicare Part A (Hospital Insurance) 

      Are the hospitals you prefer included? 

5. Medicare Part B (Medical Insurance) 

     Are your regular doctors included? 

6. Medicare Part C (Medicare Advantage) 



 

 

     Does it offer additional benefits like dental, vision, or hearing coverage? 

7. Medicare Part D (Prescription Drug Coverage)** 

     Are your regular medications covered? 

8. Cost Considerations Premiums** 

      Can you afford the monthly premium? 

9.   Deductibles 

      Are the annual deductibles within your budget? 

10. Co-payments and Co-insurance** 

      Will you be able to manage these out-of-pocket costs? 

11. Timing & Enrollment: 

       Know the Initial Enrollment Period** 

       Understand when you're first eligible for Medicare. 

12. Know the General Enrollment Period** 

        Mark the dates if you missed the Initial Enrollment Period. 

13. Special Enrollment Period** 

        Are you eligible for any particular circumstances? 

14. Consult & Decide: 

        Consult Healthcare Advisors** 

        Speak with professionals to review your choices. 

15. Online Reviews and Testimonials** 

         What are other beneficiaries saying? 

16. Make Your Choice** 

       Enroll in the plan that best suits your needs. 

17. Final Steps: Confirmation** 

        Ensure you have received confirmation of your enrollment. 

Review Plan Documents: Familiarize yourself with the coverage details. 

Set Up Payments** 

 Ensure your premiums are paid on time. 



 

 

To Your Health, 
Elizabeth 
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